
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Ezra (August 9) 
 

Reading Ezra 

He can nearly recite the text by heart, but, to be certain of the wording, he still seeks out the passage. His hand 

unrolls the large scroll and stops at the precise column of the text he needs. The letters are copied neatly in his own 

hand. He reads aloud and explains the text line by line for those who have consulted him. 

 

Ezra is the first priest in Scripture titled “the scribe.” The title literally means a writer, a secretary who prepares 

scrolls. But with Ezra, it means a scholars of the law of Moses, the first recorded member of a special group in 

Judea. About 200 years before Ezra’s time, during the reform of Hezekiah, there arose a special interest in the 

proverbs of Solomon and in education. During the reign of Hezekiah’s great-grandson Josiah, a neglected scroll of 

the law of Moses was discovered in the temple, which led to Josiah’s reform. These events sparked a new interest in 

the study of the law and of God’s word in general. As a result, a special class of priests arose who devoted 

themselves especially to studying and teaching. Ezra’s calling marks a new era of devotion to God’s word. 

 

Ezra and Nehemiah 

Although Ezra and Nehemiah were originally two separate compositions, they were combined as one in the earliest 

Hebrew manuscripts. The oldest manuscripts of the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) also 

treat Ezra and Nehemiah as one book. Origen (185-223 AD) is the first writer known to distinguish between the two 

books.  

 

Literary Form and Authorship 

Most scholars conclude that the author/compiler of Ezra and Nehemiah was also the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles. 

This viewpoint is based on certain characteristics common to both Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah. The verses at the 

end of Chronicles and at the beginning of Ezra are virtually identical. Both Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah exhibit a 

fondness for lists, for the description of religious festivals, and for such phrases as “heads of families” and “the 

house of God.” Especially striking in these books is the prominence of Levites and temple personnel. The words for 

“singer,” “gatekeeper,” and “temple servants” are used almost exclusively in Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles. 

 

Prominent in Ezra and Nehemiah are various lists, which have evidently been obtained from official sources. 

Included are lists of the temple articles, the returned exiles, the genealogy of Ezra, the heads of the clans, those 

involved in mixed marriages, those who helped rebuild the wall, those who sealed the covenant, residents of 

Jerusalem and other towns, and priests and Levites. 

 

Also included in Ezra are seven official documents or letters: the decree of Cyrus, the accusation of Rehum and 

others against the Jews, the reply of Artaxerxes, the report from Tattenai, the memorandum of Cyrus’s decree, 

Darius’s reply to Tattenai, and the authorization given by Artaxerxes to Ezra. 

 

Certain materials in Ezra are first-person extracts from his memoirs; other sections are written in the third person. 

Linguistic analysis has shown the first-person and third-person extracts resemble each other, making it likely that the 

same author wrote both. 

  

Blessings for Readers 

As you read Ezra, consider how the Lord is at work now in the lives of world leaders in order to bring about good 

for his people. As Luther notes, when things seem their worst and everything opposes God’s people, there God is at 

work to dramatically change matters. Therefore, like Ezra and his contemporaries, take confidence in God’s 

promises and their fulfillment for your sake.  


